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Science – Animals including humans 

Key Vocabulary 

Mammal – an animal with fur or hair on its body.  

Bird – an animal that has feathers, wings and a 

beak.  

Feathers – the soft covering on the outside of the 

bird.  

Flipper – the part of the body that some birds use to 

swim.  

Webbed feet – fingers and toes that are joined 

together to help with swimming.  

Fish – an animal that lives in water which usually 

has fins, scales and gills.  

Gills – help fish to breathe underwater.  

Scales – small layers that grow from the skin.  

Amphibian – an animal that lives on land and in 

water.  

Reptile – an animal that has dry scales.  

Carnivore – an animal that eats other animals.  

Herbivore – an animal that eats plants.  

Omnivore – an animal that eats other animals and 

plants.  
 

Key Facts 

• Animals can be categorised as mammals, fish, 

reptiles, birds and amphibians. •  

• Animals can be put into groups based on the 

types of food they eat. Some animals called 

carnivores only eat meat. Others are called 

‘herbivores. They only eat plants. Animals that 

eat meat and plants are called ‘omnivores.  

• Many carnivores have sharp teeth and claws. 

• Herbivores have flat teeth for chewing plants. 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Scientist 

David Attenborough 

Biologist 

 

David Attenborough has spent his life 

researching animals in their natural habitats. 

His television programmes help people to 

understand the impact of global warming. 

 

 

 

 Working scientifically 

Asking simple questions and recognising that they can 

be answered in different ways 

Gathering and recording data to help in answering 

questions. 

Identifying and classifying. 

 

 

 Prior learning 

Explore the natural world around them, 

making observations and drawing pictures of 

animals and plants. 

 

 

 

 

Key questions 

How are the groups of animals similar and 

different? 

How is an amphibian similar to a 

mammal/bird/fish? 

What animal group does this animal belong 

to? How do you know? 

 

 

 

 Useful link: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfsqtcw  
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