
  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 Spring 1 

RE – What festivals do different religions celebrate? 

What will you know by the end of the unit? 

• Examples of religious festivals.  

• The different features of a religious festival.  

• Why some religions have festivals. 

• The importance of religious festivals. 

Key Vocabulary: 

Celebration: the action of celebrating an 

important day or event. 

Religious festival: a festival having religious 

significance. 

Worship – praying to the God of their religion 

– often collectively 

Pilgrimage – a journey to a holy place   

 

Maha Shivratri 

Every year in Hinduism, people celebrate the festival called 

Maha Shivaratri in honour of Lord Shiva.  Maha Shivaratri 

means “the Great Night of Shiva”.  It takes polace between 

February and March and includes fasting, night vigils, worship 

and pilgrimage.  

Chinese New Year 

Chinese New Year celebrations, also known as the 

Spring Festival, start on the 23rd day of the 12th 

lunar month of the Chinese calendar which is in 

February. The festival lasts for about 23 days, and 

includes lanterns, dancing dragons, fireworks and 

feasts!  

 

Easter 

Easter takes in Spring. Christians celebrate Easter as 

it marks that fact that Jesus died on the cross to 

save them – and then came back to life!  The 

celebrate by exchanging chocolate eggs to symbolise new 

life.  


