
Neil Armstrong 

“One small step for man, 

One giant leap for 

mankind” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 Spring 1 

History – Exploration through the ages: Christopher Columbus, Sr 

Francis Drake and Neil Armstrong. 

Key Vocabulary 

Chronological order – things that are put into the 

order that they happened. 

Astronaut – a special kind of scientist that takes a ship 

to outer space. 

Engineer – a person who designs, builds and makes 

things. 

Mission- a particular task or duty. 

Explorer- a person who explores a new or unfamiliar 

area.  

Voyage- journey made by sea. 

Native- original inhabitants of a place. 

 

 

Key knowledge 

• Christopher Columbus was an Italian sailor and explorer who discovered a way 

to sail from Spain in Europe to the Americas. He tried to find China and India 

which is why he named the Islands he arrived at the West Indies.  

• Neil Armstrong was launched into space on 16th July 1969. His mission to space 

was called Apollo 11.  

• Sir Francis Drake was an English sailor and pirate who became famous after 

fighting against the Spanish Armada. In 1585. 

The Apollo 11 rocket 

was called Saturn V 

(Saturn 5). Neil 

launched into space 

in this rocket.  

Fun facts 

• Exploring was dangerous! Many ships sank.  

• The age of Exploration has had a huge, 

lasting influence on many cultures.  

• Before the Age of Exploration, most people 

thought that the world was flat. 

Sir Francis 

Drake 

The Spanish Armada was 

an enormous 130-ship 

naval fleet sent by Spain in 

1588 as part of a planned 

invasion of England. 

Previous learning: 
 
EYFS link to topic of 
Journeys. 

Useful links:   

Spanish Armada 
https://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/tudors/ar
mada.htm  
Stories of the Spanish Armada: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CSyNN9RAUl4  
Then try this quiz for fun: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqcn4j6/test  
 

A painting of 

Christopher 

Columbus’ Santa 
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Christopher 

Columbus 

https://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/tudors/armada.htm
https://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/tudors/armada.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CSyNN9RAUl4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqcn4j6/test

